SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6279

As of January 14, 2010

Title: An act relating to the clarification of regional transit authority facilities as essential public
facilities.

Brief Description: Clarifying regional transit authority facilities as essential public facilities.
Sponsors: Senators Kline, Murray and Haugen.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Transportation: 1/13/10.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION
Staff: Kelly Simpson (786-7403)
Background: Under current law, the comprehensive plans of local governments planning
under the Growth Management Act (GMA) must include a process for identifying and siting
essential public facilities. Essential public facilities are defined as facilities that are typically
difficult to site, such as airports, education facilities, highways of statewide significance,

correctional facilities, and solid waste facilities.

Local governments planning under the GMA may not preclude the siting of essential public
facilities.

Summary of Bill: Regional transit authority facilities are specifically identified as essential
public facilities.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created: No.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony: PRO: Current law considers Regional Transit
Authority facilities essential public facilities, but one has to come to that conclusion through

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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various statutes and Growth Management Hearings Board decisions. This bill would make it
very clear in statute that RTA facilities are specifically called out as essential public
facilities.

Persons Testifying: PRO: Senator Kline, prime sponsor; Steve Sheehy, Sound Transit.

Senate Bill Report -2- SB 6279



